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Welcome to Gtaru!

This tourist guidebook was prepared by the Otaru YEG.
YEG is a youth organization of the Japanese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, with 415 chambers of commerce and
industry throughout Japan. With more than 33,000 members,
the organization aims to promote local economic development
and cultural creation.

This will be the fourth time Otaru YEG has published a

sightseeing guidebook. As in the past, the guidebook is designed
to provide information on Otaru's historical background,
architecture, and other tourjst atiractions,
This time, we have added a new section on adventure travel,
which is attracting worldwide attention mainly in Scandinavia,
and expanded the contents so that you can learn more about
Otaru's nature, experiences, history, and culture.

We would also like to express our sincere thanks to all the
corporate sponsors and advertisers who supported the
production of this guidebook.

Nobuhire Kondo
Chairman
Otaru Young Entrepreneurs Group in 2021
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The Kitamae-Bune Sea Routes
Ports and Residences Built on the Dreams of Brave Seafarers £ P R— (BESBRAANTTTH EDd)
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Benzai-sen and Kitamae-bune

From the middle of the Edo period to the middle of the Meiji era, a merchant ship based in Osaka, traveling
north through the Seto Inland Sea to Hokkaido, is called the "Kitamae-bune”. Its characteristic is a "Kaizumi-bune"
that earns a profit margin by buying and selling luggage loaded at various ports.

The name Kitamae-bune is derived from the fact that people in Osaka and the Seto Inland Sea originally
called ships and sailors heading toward the Sea of Japan "Kitamae", and there are various regional names in various
places, and in Otaru, it was called "Bezai-sen - Benzai-sen".

Birth of the Kitamae-bune

The Kitamae-bune first appeared in the middle of the 18th century. Before the appearance of the
Kitamae-bune, it was the Omi merchants who had advanced to Matsumae since the end of the Warring States
period that handled all the products of Hokkaido. Many of the captains employed by Omi merchant ships were
from Hokuriku. The beginning of the Kitamae-bune became independent from that.

JrBiaR3 . Kitamaebune Culture
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Look at the Japanese national policy locally ! % & s B—
Northern Industrial Revolution "Tantetsukou" (Bra BB AES T T FDd)
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Sorachi coal, Muroran steel, Otaru port, Northern Industrial Revolution

"Tantetsukou” by Coal Mine Railway Connecting These

The Meiji government proceeded with the excavation of energy (coal) for modernization. A survey by
Lyman revealed that there was abundant coal reserves in Horonai, and the Horonai Coal Mine (Mikasa Citﬂ was
opened in 1897, and a railroad to carry the coal was opened between Temiya and Horonai in 1897.

In the 1890's , Otaru facing the Sea of Japan developed as Hokkaido's premier economic city because the
development of the North Breakwater progressed and the railway network extended to various parts of Hokkaido.
However, in the 1965's, the energy conversion from coal to oil progressed, and the center of shipping moved to the
Pacific Ocean side, so the Otaru economy declined sharply. The commercial and financial functions that grew up in
Otaru have moved to Sapporo one after another.

* Changed frenm Otaru-gun to Otaru-ku due to the enforcement of the ward svstem in 1902, and omitted the township marking to avoid ¢on fusion,

"."3 [r" 7)) [ ] 1\ 5-.‘ l-l ’ {':]‘.l k. M {L ”’{ Otard City's Japanese Heritage Constituegnt Cultural Property
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