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Welcome to Otaru!

This booklet was created by Otaru YEG. YEG is the youth
division of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Japan,
and is an organization with 415 single associations nationwide.
With over 33,000 members, it is an organization that aims for
local economic development and cultural creation.

This is the third time that Otaru YEG has published a
guidebook. It is created so that you can get to know various
tourist spots such as the historical background and buildings of
Otaru as before. And from this time, you can enjoy the
explanation of the historical buildings of the tourist guide (Otaru
guide) who is active in the city using SNS YouTube. Also, in
order to make Otaru more enjoyable, you can download this
booklet before visiting Otaru.

Please enjoy the history and culture of Otaru, which was the
starting point of the two Japanese heritage sites and the

Hokkaido economy.

Nobuhiro Kondo
Chairman

Otaru Young Entrepreneurs Group in 2020
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Modern architecture of Otaru
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References : Otaru City website
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Ilustrator : Kaoru Sasahara
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Many financial institutions entered the area from the Meiji to
Taisho periods, and played an important role as the center of the
Hokkaido financial world. Many modern buildings such as the
former Nihon Yusen Company Otaru Branch (Important cultural
asset) and the Bank of Japan Otaru Museum (Designated tangible
cultural property of Otaru City) are built in the area of Ironai area.
These historical buildings tell the history and culture of Otaru to

the present.

g

HiRED . AFICIFERRTIHIVEZEERERNE. AFFalFRUEERTAE (8 @ Jug/\12),
Nichigindori Street.The Bank of Japan former Otaru Museum is on the left,
and the former Main Branch of the Bank of Hokkaido is on the right (currently Otaru Bine).
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Historic Landmarks Tour Map
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The Former Main Branch of the Bank of Hokkaido
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The Former Otaru Branch of Mitsui Trading Company
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The Former Otaru Branch of Dai Ichi Bank
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The Former Otaru Branch of Mitsubishi Bank
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Otaru Chamber of Commerce
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The Bank of Japan Otaru Museum
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The Kitamae-Bune Sea Routes
Ports and Residences Built on the Dreams of Brave Seafarers X [ K— (BEEBRAARIFTATAHAIRDEL)
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Benzai-sen and Kitamae-bune

From the middle of the Edo period to the middle of the Meiji era, a merchant ship based in Osaka, traveling
north through the Seto Inland Sea to Hokkaido, is called the "Kitamae-bune". Its characteristic is a "Kaizumi-bune"
that earns a profit margin by buying and selling luggage loaded at various ports.

The name Kitamae-bune is derived from the fact that people in Osaka and the Seto Inland Sea originally
called ships and sailors heading toward the Sea of Japan "Kitamae", and there are various regional names in various

places, and in Otaru, it was called "Bezai-sen - Benzai-sen".

Birth of the Kitamae-bune

The Kitamae-bune first appeared in the middle of the 18th century. Before the appearance of the
Kitamae-bune, it was the Omi merchants who had advanced to Matsumae since the end of the Warring States
period that handled all the products of Hokkaido. Many of the captains employed by Omi merchant ships were
from Hokuriku. The beginning of the Kitamae-bune became independent from that.

JLEIR 3 k. Kitamaebune Culture

fif#2 % Funa-ema FREEH Ship chest
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Look at the Japanese national policy locally ! ¢

Northern Industrial Revolution "Tantetsukou" (BB ZEAARTLTATHAFDE)
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Sorachi coal, Muroran steel, Otaru port, Northern Industrial Revolution
"Tantetsukou” by Coal Mine Railway Connecting These

The Meiji government proceeded with the excavation of energy (coal) for modernization. A survey by
Lyman revealed that there was abundant coal reserves in Horonai, and the Horonai Coal Mine (Mikasa City) was
opened in 1897, and a railroad to carry the coal was opened between Temiya and Horonai in 1897.

In the 1890's , Otaru facing the Sea of Japan developed as Hokkaido's premier economic city because the
development of the North Breakwater progressed and the railway network extended to various parts of Hokkaido.
However, in the 1965's, the energy conversion from coal to oil progressed, and the center of shipping moved to the
Pacific Ocean side, so the Otaru economy declined sharply. The commercial and financial functions that grew up in
Otaru have moved to Sapporo one after another.

* Changed from Otaru-gun to Otaru-ku due to the enforcement of the ward system in 1902, and omitted the township marking to avoid confusion.

’J‘@Fﬁ D EI jgiﬁ@%)ﬁi'ftﬁj Otaru City's Japanese Heritage Constituent Cultural Property

/MEHEEILRE3R Otaru port north breakwater defk v — ¥ — EE Hokutan loader foundation
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BRSITE (H=HYE MESIE)
Ironai Bank Street (former Mitsui & Co., Ltd. Otaru Branch)

BT ESHR (EfEERELLH)
Former Temiya Railway Facility (National Important Cultural Property)

FEEH R OWER ' s 55

Temiya Line trace and afhiliated facilities Otaru Central Market
3 YouTube Y MEEIAHAEED
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Otaru Cultural Heritage

Otaru, a town called the "heart" of Hokkaido S SRR S :
~ Northern commercial city created and revived by "people’s power" ~ (BLERWARFLT4THAFDE)
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Story

Takiji Kobayashi said, "Otaru is a port town where the streets crawl up the hillside in a staircase shape, and
the products gathered from the vast hinterland of Hokkaido go out to the mainland (Honshu) from there, so to

speak, It's a city like ‘Heart’ . " Since the Meiji era, this town has been created by the ‘power of the people’ of a wide

variety of people who have come from all over the country along with products.

The port and railroad act as an "aorta” and a gold rush occurs

Banya (Ibaragikenakadebaribanya, etc.) used for herring fishing in the early Meiji era still exists and
conveys its prosperity to this day. When commercial ships became free to navigate in 1869, "Kitamae-bune" came
and went in Otaru, and stone warehouses were built to store supplies in the Kitahama and Arihoro areas.

In 1882, a railroad for coal transportation was opened, and coal shipping and railroad-related facilities were
built in Temiya. Due to the function of the port and railroad as an "aorta", people seeking a large amount of supplies
and jobs flooded Otaru, with shops and wholesale districts lined up in the city, warehouses lined up along the

coastline, and restaurants bustling as social gatherings. Many of the buildings of this era are still in existence and are

being reused.

£ YouTube Y MEEISEREED
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Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
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nostalgic atmosphere.If you know the historical background of historical buildings and stroll

around the city, it will be one of the ways to enjoy sightseeing.Please take this opportunity to

Many historic buildings remain in Otaru, and they are still used today to give the city a

enjoy sightseeing in the city of Otaru with this booklet.

KB DI SEICRE

ENTVRERDABRZH/H L TVET,

*The explanation of each building shows the contents of the signboard installed in the building.

14

o IMETHIEE ESRREIEY
D
B/\t& E [E

B IEAA23(1890) FE~27(1894) F BE(AE>ABAE

(BBFOARBRLE

BRBENED T TEEICRT 5 L ERARMOV &2 EBATFORMAF RO T M
EER2ODREEBOARME £ Y % L1 FRORBRICHE D¢ LAEFEDT ¥ 1 > TH
EEOBBHE RO EEMHICEL 24L L TBRERL S 24 TOET,

Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City §
The Former Otaru Warehouse

Date of Construction: Between 1890 & 1894
Structure: (Warehouse) Stone on Wooden Framing
(Office) Brick on Wooden Framing

One of the first commercial use warehouses built
in the Ironai district immediately after the reclamation
of the area. While the original construction consisted
of only the front right side of the building, further
additions enclosed two courtyards to create a
warehouse of truly grand proportions. With a design
combining Japanese & Western styles, the building’s
hipped tile roof supports a fabulous mythical carp or
shachihoko and spreads out symmetrically from the
central office, affording an overall elegant beauty.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
The Former Ohie Warehouse

Date of Construction: 1891
Structure: Stone on Wooden Framing

This building constructed by Shichihei Ohie, a
seafood merchant from Ishikawa Prefecture, has the
symbol - (Yamashichi) on its gable wall. With outer
walls made of Sapporo soft stone, characteristics of the
warehouse include the monitor roof and double
entrance arches. Its magnificent, unique appearance is
typical of stone warehouses in the canal district. Its
outer walls and roof tiles were repaired in 2002.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
The Former Shibusawa Warehouse

Date of Construction: About 1892
Structure: Stone on Wooden Framing

One of a cluster of warehouses situated more
toward the northern side of the canal rea, this
warehouse features a large gabled roof in the front that
gives way to two projected wings. The wing on the
right hand side is the older of the two, having been
constructed in about 1892. It is said that left wing was
built later on and connected with a large roof, giving
the building its current appearance.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
The Former Ukon Warehouse

Date of Construction: 1894
Structure: Stone on Wooden Framing

A large-scale warehouse for the late 19th Century, the
building’s frame utilizes a queen-post truss. Together with
the neighboring former Hiroumi and Masuda Warehouses, it
gives a good idea of what the warehouse area looked like in
the past. The // (chopsticks) sign or ichizenhashi depicted
on the gable wall was the trademark of Gonzaemon Ukon,
the owner of a trading vessel called the “Kitamae ”, and was
also used on the ship flags of his vessels. In 1995 the front
wall was blown down by strong winds, but restored to its
current condition the following year.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
The Former Hiroumi Warehouse

Date of Construction: 1889
Structure: Stone on Wooden Framing

Nisaburo Hiroumi, a shipping trade merchant
based out of Kaga designed this warehouse as a
massive stone structure. The land that the building sets
on formerly approached the seashore and the railway
on the right front side, made it an ideal place for sea
and land transport, as well as for storing goods. The
long extension of the building served for loading cargo
and the stepped structure on the center and both sides
of the roof provided for better lighting. The entryway
arches give accent to the warehouse’s walls.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City
The Former Masuda Warehouse

Date of Construction: 1903
Structure: Stone on Wooden Framing

A large stone on wooden framing warehouse
built on the northern extremity of the Otaru Canal.
This building, along with the neighboring Former
Hiroumi Warehouse and Former Ukon Warehouse
lined up to the right, affords a picture of the glory days
of magnificent stone warehouses characteristic of
Otaru. A major restoration of the building was carried
out in 1997.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Yasuda Bank

Date of Construction: 1930
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

Following World War II, this building was
transferred to Fuji Bank and in 1970 converted into
offices for a newspaper company. Its Grecian
architectural style is typical of bank construction in the
early Showa period and its massive columns are a
primary feature. In order to accommodate a road-
widening project, the building was moved back in 2001
and the exterior walls restored.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Main Branch of the Bank of Hokkaido

Date of Construction: 1912
Structure: Stone

This building was designed by Uheiji Nagano,
the same architect responsible for the Otaru Branch of
the Bank of Japan across the street and contracted to
Chugoro Kato, a local resident of Otaru. Its unique,
stately bank architecture, along with designs in stone
surrounding the entranceway and windows, as well as
variations at the corners and between the windows are
among the building’s special characteristics, and the
external front of the building remains, for the most
part, as it was at the time of construction.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Mitsui Trading Company
Date of Construction: 1937
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

Representative of prewar Hokkaido office
building construction, the straightforward design of
international architectural style in this building reflects
the architectural thinking prevalent at the time.
Designed by Kitaro Matsui of Yokogawa Engineering
and built by Ohkura Construction Co., black granite
covers the entrance and first floor walls. White tile is
affixed on the second story and up, affording the two-
tone exterior a vivid contrast and providing a fresh
impression. The entrance hall is furnished with marble
from the Ryukyu Islands.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Dai Ichi Bank

Date of Construction: 1924
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

Although the present exterior design is rather
conservative, this bank at the center of the former
“Wall Street of the North™ originally possessed grand,
three story pillars on the sides of the building facing
the street. Currently used as a clothing factory, the
spacious management office on the second floor still
maintains the building’s former glory.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Mitsubishi Bank

Date of Construction: 1922
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

Located in the heart of what was once called the
“Wall Street of the North”, this building’s external
walls were originally covered in a brick-colored tile,
but redone in the present style in 1937. An interesting
aspect of the building’s architecture is the six arched
pillars done in a Greco-Roman style on the first floor.
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Designated tangible cultural property of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Mitsui Bank

Date of Construction: 1927
Structure: Steel-framed reinforced concrete

This building is a Renaissance-style building with
five stone arches on the front exterior wall and carved
eaves. The stone is granite from Kitagishima, Okayama
Prefecture. The interior of the building has a corridor
through the atrium and a plaster sculpture pattern on
the ceiling.The state-of-the-art structure that became the guideline for earthquake-resistant structure was used
after the Great Kanto Earthquake in 1923. The structure was that steel bars were placed around the steel frame
and hardened with concrete. The design is the Chujo Sone Architectural Office (Tatsuzo Sone and Seichiro Chujo).In
2001, it became Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, but the following year it was closed for branch integration.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former Otaru Branch of
Hokkaido Takushoku Bank

Date of Construction: 1923
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

Constructed during the height of the Otaru economy,
this building, along with the Otaru branches of both
Mitsubishi Bank and Dai Ichi Bank made up the
intersection of Hokkaido’s “Wall Street of the North”. This
is a representative example of Hokkaido large-scale office
architecture combining banks and rental offices. The bank
hall features a two-story high vaulted ceiling, highlighted
by six pillars built in a classic style along the counter and
the sight of the room bathed in light is truly a masterpiece.
Additionally, the building is one of the main remnants of
early reinforced concrete structures in Hokkaido.
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Designated Historic Landmarks of Otaru City

The Former e
Otaru Chamber of Commerce

Date of Construction: 1933
Structure: Reinforced Concrete

As the base of the Otaru economic community,
the Otaru Chamber of Commerce contributed to the
development of Hokkaido. Designed by Shuji Dohi
and constructed by Bangumi, both Otaru locals, the
building is an important example of early Showa
period reinforced concrete construction and features
engraved Chitose stone from Ishikawa prefecture on
the exterior walls and Tosa marble at the main
entrance.
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Designated tangible cultural property of Otaru City
The Bank of Japan Otaru Museum

Date of Construction: 1912
Structure: Brick

The Otaru Branch building was completed in July
1912. It was designed by Kingo Tatsuno, well known as
the architect of the old redbrick Tokyo Station, and
Uheiji Nagano.

The outside of the building is in a Renaissance style,
with five small domes.The brick exterior has a mortar
rendering to give the impression of stone.
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Otaru is one of the most popular tourist cities in Hokkaido. The
gas-lighted canal is known as a tourist attraction symbolizing
Otaru and is crowded with many tourists. But once this canal had

a hidden history of two intense controversies.

Canal controversies during the Meiji period

The Otaru Canal was completed in December 1923. It was
born as a landfill type canal with 40 meters wide and 1324 meters
long. However, by the time the canal was completed, there was a
first canal dispute that developed into a political struggle.

At the end of the Meiji period, Otaru Port was developed as one
of the leading logistics bases in Japan. As a result of an increase in
traffic of cargos and barges, it was necessary to renovate the port
due to lack of mooring places and landings.

The discussion about the method of renovation was divided
into whether it was a wharf or a canal, and the discussion was
confused. The discussion once settled down to a wharf, but in
1909, Isamu Hiroi, a civil engineer, said, “In consideration of the
types of cargo handled at Otaru Port and the packing method, a
landfill type canal is effective. "

Based on this, the policy was suddenly changed to a landfill type
canal, and construction began in 1914. However, due to the ongoing

political dispute over a method, it was finally completed in nine years.

Canal controversies during the Showa period

After the World War |lI, the Otaru Canal ended its role by
changing energy policy from coal to oil and improving Tomakomai
Port. The decline of the port has been a major blow to Otaru, and
as a result, wholesalers and financial institutions have moved to
Sapporo one after another, and the city has lost its vitality. The
canal was overgrown with weeds and accumulated with sludge ,
producing a foul odor. And it was even said to represent the
decline of Otaru. Under such circumstances, the construction of
the Rinkosen Line approved by the government in 1966 was
planned to stop the economic decline.

However, citizens who noticed that the canal would be
reclaimed formed the “Otaru Canal Preservation Association” in
1973. The call for preservation has evolved into a national debate.
Otaru City changed to a plan to reclaim half the width of the canal,
but the association did not give up the full preservation, and in
1984, discussions between the governor of Yokomichi, the
association, and the landfill group were held. However, the city
side insisting on reclamation was firm, and the governor decided to
continue construction. In 1986, the canal dispute over 10 years was

settled by reclaiming a part of the canal as a road.

THE GREAT SCENES OF THE 0TARU HARBOR WHICH IT IS
HE PROSPEROUS COMMERCIAL CITY. (ACTUALLY OTARU)

. L2EORILEORS RREBATE (84 O & #H)
kGRS B AL 5 B
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Otaru Scenery
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A herd of herrings approaches the shore in the spring of the
spawning season. After the female lays eggs on the seaweed, the
male fertilizes, and the sperm turns the sea surface white. This
phenomenon is called “Kuki (meaning the crowd)” . Herring was
not catched for a period of time, but since 2008, Kuki have been
seen in the sea near Otaru.

MMETR=EZF2LUREEN., —HFRELELTWVWE T, EBER
B 69 ¥mX— AT, ZoHRRE/EEND H, FEloHE
Fr=tafff i aErEE A AR rEEIhTwE ST, THRRE
Ea—FKA Y AL B d, MEOFEAXAERZHELI T LHT
x3¥3,

Asar

was dammed by Asarr e

Otaru City is surrounded by mountains on three sides, and one

side faces the sea. The coastline is about 69 kilometers, and there lake, you can overlook the lakeside park, hot sprin h
is Otaru Port in the center. The west side of the shoreline is Sea of Japan.You can enjoy: ggl{and tennis in the summer, skn g
designated as Niseko Shakotan Otaru Coast National Park. There and snowboardmg in the winter.

are many viewpoints in the city, so you can enjoy various scenery C P
of Otaru. :

- ty{i_*.#qf.ﬁ'.'-"’.-"""_
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Otaru in Summer
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Summer is a good season to enjoy the nature of
Otaru. The cool climate is also suitable for outdoor
activities.
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Mountaineering : Mt.Shioya Maruyama
5 Shioya

This mountain is located on the west side of Otaru, and the
altitude is 629m. From the summit you can see the coastline of
Shakotan Peninsula. Even beginners can climb. It takes about 20
minutes on foot from the mountain entrance to JR Shioya Station.
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Otaru in Winter
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Skiing has become a familiar sport for citizens.
There are 3 ski resorts in the city. All ski resorts are
easily accessible and equipment can be rented on the
spot.
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Otaru Tenguyama Ropeway & Ski Resort
2-6-15 Mogami

This is the nearest ski resort to Otaru city. This ski resort is
popular as a great view point where you can get a panoramic
view of Otaru Port, Ishikari Bay, and the Shokanbetsu mountain
range and Shakotan Peninsula on a clear day.
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Sea bathing

There are about 6 beaches in Otaru. During the season, you can
enjoy swimming, barbecue and camping. There is also a beach
where you can enjoy sea kayaking and stand-up paddle boards.
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Asarigawa Onsen Ski Resort
1 Asarigawa Onsen

This ski resort is in the Asarigawa Onsen area. There are various
courses where you can enjoy powder snow. It is only 3 minutes
away from Asari IC of Sasson expressway, and there are
accommodations and hot spring facilities nearby.
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The Blue Cave

You can enjoy cruising around the Niseko Shakotan Otaru Coast
National Park from April to October. You can see the
spectacular view of the Otamoi Coast up to the Blue Cave. How
about enjoying the scenery of Otaru from the sea?
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Snow Cruise ONZE
357 Harukacho

This ski resort opens from early winter. From the slopes you can
get a panoramic view of the sea and enjoy a romantic night
view.
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Here are some of the foods you should try if you

Food of Otaru LTl

#al Sushi

IMBTAZATIESE LZ 100 ERHEEDFIENHDELDNTNET,
FRICAVDFABRHREDIHFDDERLAND—DERDTUL D,

XA U®WwS Panju {EE7ZAC Hanazono Dango
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“Panju” with a thin skin like bread that has a lot of sweet Hanazono Dango is a popular product of the long-established
bean paste is a snack that has been popular since the Meiji  Japanese sweet “Niikuraya”. There are five types of dumplings: “Black

il &g

period as a taste of the common people. bean jam”, “White bean jam”, “Matcha bean jam”, “Sesame” and “Soy

It is said that there are about 100 sushi restaurants
throughout Otaru. There is no doubt that you can find your
favorite sushi restaurant.

Sauce”.
A ! [IMBEA] & "ZHEDSNLVWEHZS” 23V T NI BKEVEREOERETALERM D
LT 5 fE@& [VEXRA] ORFEZEEUT, VG - REDTX—I @ EPLRROLGEARILARE Mg ERDIREIC
T / \ —1L a TN OBFTVKZEEENE LR IMEEIREROTOYTINTT,
‘rj’“ 7 AN “Otaru Bijin” is based on the concept of “making women happy” through the

development of Otaru Bijin, a high-value-added product that uses resources such as
agricultural and marine products from Otaru and Shiribeshi. This is a project of the
Otaru Chamber of Commerce and Industry that aims to promote regional industries

such as creating new jobs.

[CLAIMEELT
Nishin Otaru-zuke

HANMNTBREZIE Ankake Yakisoba
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Otaru Ankake Yakisoba offers a unique taste of each store.
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“Nishin Otaru-zuke” is made by pursuing
a “real taste” loved by locals who are
accustomed to eating herring. This taste
is delicious because the seafood
processor in Otaru has arranged it in a
modern style.

HFEIFZ Kamaboko IMBEAREUF21-) i SISTEFTAVEE YN

(58, TN—2E, LEOBE . PO-TH) Junmai Ginjo-shu Otaru Bijin
INBIFEAZE TCERRDHEIFZEMTY , HRABRBEDHEEFINAHDZ Otaru Bljln Fruit Liqueur S R
&9 (Plum, Prune,Peach, Aronia) NS THEEX - fEXY 1 [TEDoRFX. —tINEDILEE

EETEAET00%ERUTELRE U MKIBEEECTY, (BhE
BREEREZ 100%EAL. £5 - FAUICRLEHELWDNRTL
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R This i A] i Ginj hu b d i 100%
This is a liqueur series that uses 100% of Shiribeshi £ ‘Shls. g funmaN|' |knJoFs ul Lewe. uimg g
fruit and contains hyaluronic acid, which is said to be ~Trésn rice from Niseko .Femaie brewing technicians
a good ingredient for beauty and skin. are involved in rice planting and harvesting.
(Manufacturer) Tanaka Sake Brewery (Manufacturer) Tanaka Sake Brewery

Otaru is one of the best kamaboko production areas in Japan.
You can taste various types of kamaboko.

DEROHOFIFT
Kamaboko of Kamaei

EROHNFIFT
Kamaboko of Kurihara

HEEBHEIT Fried Young Chicken
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Fried Young Chicken from the “Wakadori Jidai Naruto” ) Otaru Bijin Hanagoromo Ichigo Otaru Bijin Japanese Crepe Otaru Bijin Raw Dorayaki Otaru Bijin Catalana
continues to preserve the traditional taste. It is a taste %55 LOEMEEERT (&) HRE (357 RE /X (ET) RE SRR (&7 42707 AN UL 34—
familiar to the citizens. Naruto “Fried Young Chicken” (Manufacturer) Niikuraya (Manufacturer) Rokumi i (Manufacturer)Okumura Shogetsu-do (Manufacturer) Osteria Il Piato Nuovo
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Otaru Ushio Festival
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Date: End of July
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Seasonal events are held in Otaru.
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Otaru Ushio Festival, representing Otaru in summer, is held to pray for the development of Otaru and to thank
the sea and tell the history and culture of this city to the next generation. There will be three days of exciting
events such as “Nerikomi (Japanese dance)” parade with many citizens, “Mikoshi (a portable shrine)” parade with
players from all over Japan, and a powerful “Ushio-daiko (Japanese drum)” . You can enjoy fireworks on the first
and last days of the festival.
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Otaru Glass Market
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Date: Late July
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“Otaru Glass Market” is held according to the schedule of the
Otaru Ushio Festival. The former Temiya Railway is the venue. Over
30 stores gather from all over Japan. Wind chimes tunnel of about
40m is set up at the venue, which is also a popular shooting spot.
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Ota Fu SnOW StO ry “Otaru Snow Story” is held from November to mid-February. Various events to enjoy winter Otaru are
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Date: November to mid-February Y 9 9 :
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Otaru Snow Light Path
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Date: Early February
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“Otaru Snow Light Path” is the largest winter
event in Otaru held in February. The whole city

is surrounded by candlelight, and warm lights
welcome visitors.
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Asahara Glass Factory Venue.
The Katsunai River is illuminated with snow lights.
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"The place related to novelist Sei Ito" Shioya venue
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